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deavoured by bribes and threats to persuade her to
from Mm Madame d'Houdetot's letters.

In other words, Rousseau was compelled to
Madame d'Epinay guilty of these acts of treachery by
the  difficulty of discovering any one         who could

have made miscMef with Saint-Lambert; and by the
impossibility of supposing that the " simple and honest"
Therese was either intellectually or morally              of

fabricating the story she related to him.

Again, when we test the truth of the assertion
Eousseau described Madame d'Epinay as the blackest of
women behind her back, whilst to her face he abjectly
implored her pardon for all Ms faults, we find, that the
very opposite of this was true.

We find that after hearing Th^rese's story, Eousseau
did not secretly, nor publicly, accuse Madame d'Epiiiay,
but that with perfect loyalty to her in her character of
an old friend, he wrote to her informing her that Ms
confidence in her was shaken and that he suspected her
of using Ms name to sow disunion between two lovers
who were Ms friends, thus giving her the opportunity of
demanding an explanation.

It is true that when Madame d'Epinay did not seize
this opportunity, but, in her first interview with Mm
after his denunciatory letter, instead of requiring, or
offering more information, burst into tears, and em-
braced him, Eousseau, moved by these signs of distress
and affection, had not the courage to sift the matter out
nor to tax Madame d'Epinay with the odious action
attributed to her by Therese.

But neither did fie accuse her of the odious action
behind her lack; and Diderot's letter, quoted by him in
proof of Ms assertion that, after the temporary reconcilia-
tion, Jean Jacques had persisted in accusing Madame
d'Epinay as the blackest of women, actually proves the
contrary. TMs letter (which will presently be given)
was written to urge Eousseau to accompany Madame
d'Epinay to Geneva. It contains this phrase, " if youady had en-expresses the dislikes of Grimm, when she ist vous pouvez compfer
